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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the accuracy 
of optical character read8r(OCR) processing by per- 
forming image contrast processing of an image to be 
read according to an instruction and outputting it when 
a read instruction of an Inputted image is in a pre- 
scribed mode. 

SOLUTION: When an image data read instruction ex- 
ists in a command received by a network module 21 
through a network 20. a server extension module 22 
decides whether or not the instruction is a read instruc- 
tion of a read mode for an OCR and controls read- 
ing. In the case of the read mode for an OCR, an Im- 
age input device 17 reads an image with a 256 grada- 
tion grayscale according to an instruction of an image 
data type conversion module 25. Further, the module 



25 performs ground elimination processing of the read 
grayscale image data to convert it Into binary black- 
and-white picture data. The image data is outputted to 
a client through the module 22 after the processing is 
finished. 
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